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SUB J : ASSASSINATION OF BRITISH AMBASSADOR IN DUBLIN 

1 . ADDRESSEES SHOULD BE GETTING FULL DETAILS OF THE 
ASSASSINATION BY NOW FROM THE MEDIA, WHO ARE ARRIVING HERE IN 
NUMBERS. A CBS/TV CREW HAS JUST ARRIVED. 

2. FROM BRITISH EMBASSY, POLICE AND FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCES THE 
FOLLOW- 
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ING SEEMS TO BE THE VERIFIED VERSION OF THIS ATROCIOUS EVENT: 
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AT ABOUT 9:35 AM JULY 21, THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR, MR. 

CHRISTOPHER EWART BIGGS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS HOUSE-GUEST BRIAN 
CUBBON, PERMANENT UNDERSECRETARY OF THE (BRITISH) NORTHERN 
IRELAND OFFICE; MISS JUDITH COOK, SECRETARY TO MR CUBBON. 

THE AMBASSADOR'S NEW CHAUFFEUR. BRIAN O'DRISCOLL WAS AT THE WHEEL. 
SHORTLY AFTER THE CAR TURNED INTO THE NARROW COUNTRY ROAD 
OUTSIDE THE RESIDENCE IT WAS BLOWN INTO THE AIR BY A VERY 
LARGE EXPLOSION WHICH FORMED A LARGE CRATER ABOUT TWELVE FEET 
DEEP. THE TOP OF THE CAR WAS CRUSHED. FIREMEN, WHO ARRIVED VERY 
QUICKLY ON THE SCENE, HAD TO USE TORCHES TO CUT THE OCCUPANTS 
OUT. THEY WERE RUSHED TO THE NEAREST HOSPITAL. AMBASSADOR EWART- 
B RIGGS AND MISS COOK WERE DEAD UPON ARRIVAL. MR CUBBON IS IN 
VERY BAD CONDITION WITH A BROKEN BACK AND OTHER INJURIES. THE 
DRIVER. O'DRISCOLL, HAS A BROKEN ARM BUT APPEARS OTHERWISE ALL 
RIGHT. THE ACCOMPANYING POLICE VEHICLE HAD SOME OF ITS WINDOWS 
SMASHED BUT THERE WERE APPARENTLY NO INUURIES IN THAT CAR. 

3. THE BOMB WAS APPARENTLY PLANTED IN A CULVERT UNDER THE ROAD. 
AND WAS DETONATED BY TWO WIRES WHICH WERE FOUND LEADING DOWN 
FROM A SMALL RIDGE OVERLOOKING THE ROAD. THE POLICE HAVE A 
FAIR DESCRIPTION OF THREE MEN AND A CAR. TWO OF THE MEN WERE 
CARRYING RIFLES ACCORDING TO ONE WITNESS. 

THE GOI HAS OFFERED A TWENTY THOUSAND POUND REWARD FOR 
INFORMATION LEADING TO THE ARREST AND CONVICTION OF THE 
BOMBERS. 

4. EVERYONE HERE ASSUMES THAT THIS WAS THE WORK OF THE 
PROVISIONAL IRA. IN AN INTERVIEW AFTER AN EMERGENCY CABINET 
MEETING THIS MORNING FOREIGN MINISTER FITZGERALD SAID THAT IT COULD 
BE ANY ONE OF A NUMBER OF HEINOUS GROUPS OF GUNMEN, LIKE THE 
PROVISIONAL IRA. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE NO ORGANIZATION HAS CLAIMED 
RESPONSIBILITY. 

5. PRIME MINISTER COSGRAVE HAS PROMISED THAT "THE FULL 
RESOURCES OF THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE USED TO FIND THE 
PERPETRATORS OF THIS CRIME." THE GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO 
ANNOUNCED THERE WILL BE MORE SECURITY MEASURES FOR DIPLOMATS. 

COMMENT: THERE IS SOME SPECULATION THAT THIS COULD BE 
THE START OF A LONG-FEARED IRA "CAMPAIGN" IN THE SOUTH. 
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THE EVENT FOLLOWED THE PUBLIC FUNERAL OF AN IRA MEMBER 
YESTERDAY WHO WAS KILLED IN THE NORTH. IT COULD BE RELATED 
TO THE JULY 3 HOTEL BOMBS IN DUBLIN. OR IT COULD BE AN 
ISOLATED INCIDENT. WE CAN BE SURE THAT THE GOI WILL MOUNT 
A MASSIVE EFFORT TO FIND THE KILLERS, SIMILAR TO THE 
SUCCESSFUL AND MASSIVE MANHUNT FOR THE KIDNAPPED DUTCH 
INDUSTRIALIST, DR. HERREMA. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE REACTION 
WILL BE IN LONDON, BUT THE IRISH GOVERNMENT IS DOING EVERYTHING 
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IT CAN TO PREVENT ANY SERIOUS POLITICAL PROBLEMS WITH THE UK 
OVER THIS EVENT. MESSAGES OF CONDOLANCE ARE COMING FROM ALL 
QUARTERS, OF COURSE, THE MESSAGE FROM THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 
AMONG THE FIRST. 

WE HAVE REVIEWED AND TIGHTENED UP ALL OF OUR SECURITY MEASURES. 

OF COURSE ONE UNHAPPY ASPECT OF THIS ASSASSINATION IS THAT 
THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR MUST HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE HEAVIEST-GUARDED 
DIPLOMATS ANYWHERE. HE WAS ALWAYS ACCOMPANIED BY BODYGUARDS, 
HE HAD ESCCORT VEHICLES, HE VARIED HIS TIMES AND ROUTES, HIS 
RESIDENCE WAS HEAVILY GUARDED, AND STILL THEY GOT TO HIM WITH A 
RATHER SIMPLE DEVICE AND, UP TO NOW, HAVE GOTTEN AWAY. 

CURLEY 
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